Humanists MN Board Meeting
Date: April 8 2026
Time: 6-7:30

Location: zoom

Present: Paul Ruup (president), Mitch Thompson (vice president), John Walker (treasurer),
Stephanie Schwinn (secretary), Audrey Kingstrom, Dayna Wolhart, Corey Brodeur, David
Guell, David Breeden, Abigail Jackson

1. Callto order (Paul)
2. Review and approval of the agenda
3. Review of secretary’s notes from last meeting
a. Approved
4. Treasurer’s report (John)
a. Membership renewals are coming in. There have been no major expenses
since the last board meeting. John has updated our information with the IRS.
i. Motion to accept the March finance report (David B)
ii. Second (Mitch)
iii. Motion carried
5. New business
a. Appoint David Guell and David Brenden to fill vacant spots on the board (one
board member has left and another will be serving as the new vice president
which vacates that seat) (Audrey).

i. Audrey motioned to appoint David G and David B to fill the above
mentioned seats. Dayna offered friendly amendment to make those
terms effective as of the annual member meeting. Audrey accepted
this amendment

ii. Mitch seconded
iii. Motion carried
b. Cindy E is exploring options to watch The American Humanists Associations
(AHA) annual meeting will be Sept. ** virtually. They are offering an
opportunity for people to host watch parties. This date coincides with our
event that same Saturday. Discussion of possible solutions such as hosting a
watch party at FUS for some of the events.



c. Annual member meeting on May 9" (Audrey) at First Unitarian Society (FUS):

Recognition of members, year in review presentation, solicit new volunteers,
food. ACTION: Paul will gather information for the slide show. ACTION:
Various others: where possible get numbers, quantifiable data to share with
members to show the impact of HMN’s work. ACTION: Danya will arrange for
the food

6. Old Business

a.

C.
d.

HMN was awarded a grant through the AHA Day of Empathy project, which
will take place on May 2", that will be used by the Humanists in Action team
for hygiene kits, menstrual kits and blankets. Posts are up on Meet Up to
promote these projects. The marketing team will be meeting to discuss other
publicity options.

Pride Festival booth and tent are reserved. Audrey will start call for
volunteers and orientation.

Nominations for board are candidates are filled

Membership 14 new members for a net increase of 9.

7. Presidents report (Paul)

a.

Increased interest in volunteering since Mini-Con (sci-fi convention) where
HMN was a sponsor and hosted a panel.

8. Committee reports:

a.

Marketing (Paul): transfer of Suzanne’s responsibilities. Mitch suggested
hiring a professional to do edit the newsletter. A member has also stepped
forward to assist but in what capacity is uncertain at this time. Audrey reports
that they are re-imagining the format of the newsletter.

Programming (Audrey): Review of the framing of our first and third Saturday’s.
Overall, going well with increased variety of activities, more members
volunteering to host events but less interaction of members versus when we
have a major speaker. More discussion will take place at the board retreat
this summer.

Member connections: No report

Humanists in Action (Stephanie): service activities, Day of Empathy,
legislative action.

Tech (Dave G): no report

DEI (Audrey): no report

Finance (John): moved money from checking to savings per best practice.
Explored ways to optimize his role by simplifying processes. There are
multiple rental payments going to FUS for the space we use which can
change based on programming. John reached out and they were amendable.



John suggested we offer a flat amount monthly and set up auto pay. Mitch
suggested we offer to allow them to audit at the end of the year if they’d like
one. FUS is agreeable. ACTION: John will create a proposal for the board to
review.

9. Motion to adjourn- David B. Second: Dayna. Motion carried.



