
    HumanistsMN Board Meeting 

    Date: Wednesday March 11th 

    Time: 600-730 pm 

    Location: zoom 

 

Present: Mitch Thompson (vice president), Paul Rupp (president), John Walker (Treasurer), 
Stephanie Schwinn (secretary), David Guell, Audrey Kingstrom, David Breeden, Abigail 
Jackson, Dayna Wolhart, Corey Brodeur, Kari Ahmed Habib (guest) 

 

Call to order: Paul 

Review of the agenda 

A. Review of secretary’s notes 
a. Correction of name spelling 
b. Audrey moved to approach accept notes 
c. Dayna seconded 
d. Motion carried 

B. Treasurers report (John) 
a. Accounts are balanced 
b. YTD: down $5700, likely due to fewer renewals but our membership 

continues grow overall, increased costs, using money for a variety of 
activities, scholarships, events etc 

c. Audrey moved to approve 
d. Dayna seconded 
e. Motion carried 

C. New business 
a. Discussion about how to address spam email because one was received and 

circulated 
i. Tips to respond 

1. Email alleged originator separately to confirm authenticity of 
the email 

2. If HMN becomes aware of a spam/PHISH attempt etc an email 
alert can be sent through membership works and mail chimp 
to alert members 



b. Steve Peterson from MN Athiests contacted Paul about the Day of Reason 
they are hosting at the state capital May 4th 1:15-2:15pm. They are asking for 
HMN to co-sponsor and someone to speak. Discussion: Audrey o^ered to 
make the MeetUp post for HMN. David B agreed to speak.  

c. David G: Report from Joyce Edward’s about Ukraine family fundraiser to 
renew their status, raised $2600 of $3000. She’s not asking for money.  

d. Donors notified HMN will not be donating to Secular Student Alliance 
scholarship program this year. HMN, Craig Luedemann and Mary Rodischon 
donated in the past. Discussion: Should HMN continue scholarship 
program? It’s not a lot of money for students, didn’t get many candidates last 
year. Pause the program to gather more information and speak with other 
interested parties (Paul).  

D. Old business 
a. Audrey: American Humanists Association (AHA) is sponsoring the American 

Empathy project (grants for nationwide service programs). Christine R. filed 
our application proposing a few smaller service projects during our regular 
Saturday event.  

b. Stephanie: Pride Festival application submitted and accepted, she’s 
requesting reimbursement. She will also reserve the tent from Apres (10x10).  

c. Audrey: board nominations are coming up. Corey, Audrey and David B are on 
the committee and pursuing candidates.  

i. Question from Kazi: criteria for candidates? Audrey responded and 
provided information about the process. 

E. Committee reports 
a. Membership (Paul): Discussion about how to improve participation in 

leadership and volunteer of members to avoid burning out a core group; 
tabled for further discussion at the annual board retreat.  

b. President's report (Paul). He did an interview with AHA on YouTube 
c.  Marketing (Paul):  they will be meeting this Sunday 
d. Programming (Audrey): shelter reserved for our Summer picnic on July 19th. 

Media literacy program is in development. There will be an evening of poetry 
at First Unitarian Society (FUS) April 17th. Corey B is creating an education 
session on the Humanist 10 Commitments. HMN annual member meeting 
will be May 9th at First Unitarian Society (FUS). Discussion of how to brand 
our regular events (community gathering, secular Saturday) 

e. Humanists in Action (Stephanie): Legislative session underway. There are a 
variety of “Days” on the hilll to take part in. 

f. Tech (David G.): Planning a cyber security session for members.  



g. DEI advisory (Audrey): new leadership training is underway.  
h. Finance team (John): membership dues are tax deductible. Mary Rodischon 

needs assistance from AHA regarding her donations. The president’s address 
will be the address of record for financial filings. Move money from checking 
into savings for security reasons. HMN has tried to open CD’s however there 
have been a number of barriers to doing so. 

F. Adjournment 
a.  Audrey moved 
b. Seconded by David B. 
c. Motion carried 

G. Meeting adjourned 

 

 

  


