
    HumanistsMN Board Meeting 

    Date March: 12 2025 

    Time: 6-750 PM 

    Location: zoom 

Present: Ellie Haylund (president), Mitch Thompson (vice president), John Walker 
(treasurer), Stephanie Schwinn (secretary), Jerry Smith, Audrey Kingstrom, Paul Rupp, 
Abigail Jackson, Suzanne Perry 

I. Call to order (Ellie) 
II. Approval of secretary’s report (Stephanie) 

a. Moved: Mitch as amended with corrections 
b. Seconded: Paul 

III. Treasurer’s report (John)  
IV. Old business 

a. Open Arms update (Jerry): HMN budgeted $3000 last year to sponsor their 
Abundance farm in St Paul. They have secured some corporate sponsorship 
and may need less support from smaller organizations. Discussion: Should 
we do this again given our trying to hire a sta[ and having other priorities? 
People can still volunteer in the gardens and in the kitchen. The board 
decided to forgo this opportunity at this time. ACTION: Jerry will notify Open 
Arms.  

b. Some board members met with Nicole Carr from AHA to discuss fundraising 
ideas. Much of what was discussed we are already doing but there were a 
few new ideas: “Celebrity” meeting, use regular mail to solicit donations 4-5x 
year, re-write our renewal letter to encourage people to donate beyond the 
membership dues, public thanks in newsletter or on the website. Nicole 
suggested looking into grants for programming which would free up money 
for sta[ or other needs.  

c. Minnesota Atheist conference and happy hour (Paul). Minnesota Atheists 
proposed a sponsorship of a suggested donation of $1500 in exchange for 
discounted rates for HMN members. Discussion: support of Minnesota 
Atheists, our members would benefit from the dues they pay to HMN, 
opportunity for networking and marketing. Co-host a reception for attendees 
with American Atheists. If Minnesota Atheists will assist with costs we would 
donate $1500, otherwise we would donate $1000. Suzanne is awaiting final 
word from MN Atheists.  



d. Basecamp update (Mitch): It is mostly set up and people have been added 
and are encouraged to explore its functions. Non-board members who are on 
committees may be added at some point. Mitch recommended watching 
tutorials.  

e. Board elections (Audrey): According to our bylaws, the o[icial 
announcement about the candidates selected by the nominations 
committee must be made by April, when we would also accept nominations 
for the floor. We are not having a Community Gathering in April because we 
are participating in the MN Atheists conference, so we could do business 
during the reception we are sponsoring at the conference.  

f. Honoring members: Cindy ran a report on Membership works to look at how 
long people have been members and suggested honoring those people on 
milestones such as newbies, 5 years, 10 years e.g. We could create name 
badges to recognize people by years or o[er gifts. We could do these 
recognitions at the annual meeting.  

g. Annual board retreat: do survey prior to the retreat to better understand what 
members value about the organization and areas for improvement. We could 
announce the survey at our annual meeting. 

V. Committee reports 
a. Presidents report (Ellie) 

i. Nothing new to report 
b. Finance (Jerry): review of expense items in order to budget: grants to 

organizations, scholarships, speaker honorarium, community service, 
advertising, room and space rental. Some committees may need to meet to 
discuss their plans for next year so the board can present the budget at the 
annual member meeting in May. ACTION: Jerry will send out the budgets of 
various committees from the past year so they can plan for the upcoming 
year. He would like those proposed budgets one week prior to the next board 
meeting so he can be prepared to present them at the the meeting.  

c. Marketing (Ellie) 
i. More IG followers 

d. Membership 
e. Humanists in Action 

i. Sending out legislative updates 
ii. Creating period kits at Secular Saturday 

f. Programming 
i. Author Katherine Stewart will be speaking on Christian Nationalism at 

Hennepin Methodist church. We are a co-sponsor of this event with 



Christians Against Christian Nationalism and are also tabling. This 
event conflicts with our regular Secular Saturday (day of action).  It 
was decided to cancel Secular Saturday so our members can attend. 
Events for the May secular Saturday could be moved to June. 

g. Media and tech (Suzanne): this committee has been dormant and should be 
revived. Suzanne has identified several people who could be good 
candidates. ACTION: Mitch will ask Dave Guell to be our point person.  

h. DEI (Audrey): committee continues creating standardized practices for 
leaders and facilitators. They hope to begin trainings this Spring. 

i. Programming (Audrey) 
i. 94 signed up for Community Gathering this Saturday. Assignments for 

volunteers for the event.  
VI. Meeting adjourned 


