
    HumanistsMN Board Meeting 

    January 8 2025 

    Time: 6-730 

    Location: zoom 

Present: Ellie Haylund (president), Mitch Thompson (vice president), John Walker 
(treasurer), Stephanie Schwinn (secretary), Audrey Kingstrom, Abigail Jackson, Paul Rupp, 
Suzanne Perry, Jerry Smith 

I. Call to order (Ellie) 
II. Review of secretary’s notes from December 

a. Mitch moved to accept as amended 
b. Audrey second 
c. Motion carried 

III. Treasurers report (John) 
a. Designation of funds category created for staX hiring fundraising funds 
b. IRS 501c3 filing 
c. $60,000 in reserve 

IV. Presidents report 
a. Encouraged to sign up for Religious Freedom celebration events coming up 

January 17th and 18th. 
V. Board recruitment 

a. Ellie, Jerry, Suzanne and Nick are leaving the board; need a minimum of 3 
candidates to fulfill bylaw requirements 

b. Mitch, Nick and Audrey are reviewing potential candidates 
c. Ellie suggested the new president have an opportunity to orient the new 

president to the position 
d. The board discussed who may be good candidates for president 

VI. StaX Fundraiser 
a. Next phase of fundraising is under way including planning House Parties to 

invite donors to 
b. $18,000 raised (including $10,000 from HMN) 

VII. Marketing (Suzanne) 
a. No updates 

VIII. Membership 
a. Ellie and Cindy are creating a meeting in a box for leaders 

IX. Humanists in Action 



a. Legislative updates upcoming as session gets closer to starting 
X. DEI (Audrey) 

a. Creating facilitator workshop  
XI. Programming (Audrey) 

a. Religious Freedom Day (Jan 17th and 18th) 
i. 60 people have RSVP’s for dinner on the 17th and 180, 60 virtual, 

RSVP’s for the 18th as of this date 
ii. Sen. John Marty (who is receiving our Religious Champion award) to 

speak, other legislators will be attending 
iii. On Saturday the 18th Rachel Lasser, Americans United, will speak and 

moderate 2 panels 
iv. Americans United is requesting security, one attendee who is hearing 

impaired is asking for assistance such as ASL interpreter or CC. The 
board is researching possibilities. YouTube oXers the option to CC the 
live stream.  

v. One attendee suggested we have a QR code for the event that would 
allow people to donate. John can put one in the event YouTube chat 

vi. There is a meeting planned for volunteers for this event 
vii. February: Fish Stark, President of AHA 

viii. March: Krystal Jackson, AHA technical expert coming, may be virtual 
depending on her availability 

ix. American Atheists have their annual conference Easter weekend. 
Keith Ellison will speak on Good Friday afternoon. They are asking us 
to encourage our members to attend. HMN may forgo our usual 
programming on Saturday in support of their event. Details TBD. 

x. Summer picnic 
1. Audrey is working on a reservation, July 20th, if available 

otherwise another July date can be chosen 
xi. Tabling this Summer Pride (June 28th and 29th), and Vegfest 

XII. Meeting adjourned 

 

 


