HumanistsMN Board Meeting
Dec 11" 6-730

Location: zoom

Present: Ellie Haylund (president), Mitch Thompson (vice president), John Walker
(treasurer), Stephanie Schwinn (secretary), Nick Haylund, Jerry Smith, Audrey Kingstrom,
Suzanne Perry, Paul Rupp, Abigail Jackson

Call to order: Ellie

Approval of secretary’s notes from November
Moved: Mitch
Seconded: Audrey

Motion carried

A. Treasurer’s report (John)
a. Justunder $14,000 has been raised to hire part time staff

B. New business
a. John Walker completed our state 501c3 filing; John’s tax filing report needs
clarification. As a 501¢c3 we must file with the IRS each year, but can do
so with a simple online form 990-N. If our average income is over $50,000
over a three year period our filing status would change. John reports that .
He tried to submit online but kept getting an error message. John will
continue working on this.
b. Board recruitment and retention:
i. Sophie has resignhed from the board due to time constraints. Ellie,
Nick and Suzanne’s eligibility for board membership expires this
coming year. Jerry will not be running again.
ii. Formation of nominating committee in preparation of elections this
Spring
iii. According to the by laws we are required to have a minimum of 9
board members



iv. Mitch suggested restructuring the board to 9 to allow more
opportunity for volunteers who aren’t board members to participate in
volunteer activities and committee assignments.

v. Mitch will assist with formation of nominating committee,Audrey
volunteered

vi. Christin Retkwa informed the board that the Ukrainian family we
helped sponsoris coming up on their 2 year visa limit and are going to
start filing for their new visa status ahead of the new administration
taking over in January. Mitch suggested Christine ask donors about
donating to their legal expenses that assisted in bringing the family
here initially first in order to avoid fatiguing our large membership with
donation request. HMN may consider making up the shortfall (Action:
Ellie will reach out to Christine)

Fundraising report (Suzanne)
i. Give to the Max Day raised $1000

ii. Send out email blast for end of year seeking donations

iii. Update information to reflect how the funds will be redirected if we
don’t meet our goal (general fund).

iv. Mitch and Ellie are meeting with a volunteer about creating more
promotional material

. President’s reports
a. Board members were encouraged to register for the Religious Champions
Dinner (the Friday-before Religious Freedom Day)

. Finance (Jerry)

a. Nothing new to report
Humanists in Action (Stephanie)
a. Ongoing Meetup activities
. Marketing (Suzanne)
a. Nothing new to report
. DEI (Audrey)
a. Create orientation for leaders
Programming
a. No community gathering in January
b. Religious Freedom Day event (Suzanne)
i. The Religious Freedom Champions dinner will be Friday. Honored
guests and allies are getting invited first. Depending on numbers this
may be advertised to a larger audience.



ii. On Saturday Rachel Laser from Americans United for the Separation
of Church and State (AU) will speak and moderate two panels
iii. Several organizations have signed up to table; scholarship recipients
have been invited to table
iv. Marcy and Suzanne will be meeting with Americans United for the
Separation of Church and State (AU) to solidify the plans
c. American Atheists have been consulting Suzanne and Audrey about
organizing an event they are having. They are having their annual conference
and have invited HumanistsMN to participate. This would be on the same day
as our Community Gathering so our event could be cancelled to allow our
members to attend. Discussion about how to manage competing events
such as our members getting discounted tickets in exchange for HMN
helping defray their costs (donating the amount we pay for rent to FUS e.g.)

They’ve offered to let us table. Typically this event attracts several hundred
people.



