
    HumanistsMN board meeting 

    Aug 13th   6-7 PM 

    Location: zoom 

Present: Ellie Haylund (president), Mitch Thompson (vice president), John Walker 
(treasurer), Stephanie Schwinn (secretary), Audrey Kingstrom, Suzanne Perry, Jerry Smith, 
Abigail Jackson, Paul Rupp 

Absent: Nick Haylund, Sophie Phuong Le 

 

1. January Community gathering (Suzanne and Audrey) 
a. Rachel Laser from AU to discuss religious freedom, dinner and reception the 

night before, panel discussion for Community Gathering. Discussion of 
possible panel members. Tabling by ally’s day of the event. Make concerted 
eUort to get attendance from outside the metro. Paul suggested Rachel have 
a round table with members of the secular caucus or consult them for how 
they would like to be involved. ACTION: contact Mike Frieburg of secular 
government caucus. Cost: HMN would pay for Rachel and her assistant’s 
travel but there may be no additional cost (speaker fee). Use as a fundraiser 
for hiring part time staU. They have asked for security. Who would pay for 
that? 

2. Programming updates (Audrey) 
a. SMART Recovery (HMN has been paying the rent for the room they use) they’d 

like to meet weekly instead of the current 2x month. They have leadership in 
place to support that. Audrey has been talking to FUS about how that might 
work but they’d have to have a building steward there which could be 
diUicult. He proposed a member of HMN being there. Audrey may be able to 
switch her mindfulness group times and location to FUS. Rebecca Chesin 
has been teaching a non-violent communication training which could also 
meet during ones of those times. Audrey has been in communication with 
Steve and Belit about SMART contributing to the cost of renting which Belit 
thinks may be possible. Mitch proposed doing this through the end of the 
calendar year and then re-evaluate if it is feasible. Paul suggested asking if 
another ancillary organization would be interested in co-sponsoring them.  

i. Motion (Jerry): provide funding to do for them to have weekly meetings 
from start to end of January 2025 HMN would pay additional amount 
and then re-evaluate if it is feasible to continue.  



ii. Seconded (Audrey) 
iii. Motion carried 

b. Audrey will now be moving her mindfulness group to accommodate the 
needs of SMART recovery (as discussed above).  

c. HMN members are developing mental health programming. 
d. New Year’s Party (Audrey): In the past it has been held at the Stray Dog. Do 

we want to consider a diUerent, larger venue? Eat Street and North Loop 
Galley have separate event spaces. Possible dates 12/29th or 30th. Ellie, Mitch 
and Audrey will scout out possible locations.  

e. Marcy has been heading up a GOTV letter writing campaign through 
Humanists in Action. Discussion about covering costs. Ask for attendees to 
bring envelopes with postage or ask for more financial support from them. 

3. Fundraising 
a. Review of fundraising letter drafted by Paul. Use the email chain to make 

edits as opposed to the google doc.  
b. Ellie filtered out some potential large donors through membership works. 

She and Seth are also working to develop a media campaign including a 
graphic and other materials.  

c. Put the letter in the September newsletter, create a landing page on website 
d. Jerry had a request for fundraising from a community member (non HMN 

member) to raise money for girls education in Ethiopia. Discussion: we 
support initiatives of our members but not non-members generally. The 
deadline for the fundraiser is Sept 14th which is unlikely to be able to happen 
given the logistics.  

4. Motion to a sojourn (Audrey) 

 

    


